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Western Technical College

10307179   ECE:  Child Development
Course Outcome Summary

Course Information
Description The 3-credit course examines child development within the context of the early 

childhood education setting. Course competencies include: integrate strategies that 
support diversity, cultural responsiveness, and anti-bias perspectives; analyze social, 
cultural, and economic influences on child development; summarize child 
development theories; analyze development of children ages three through five; 
analyze development of children ages five through eight; relate child development 
research findings to teaching practice; analyze the role of heredity and the 
environment; examine the role of brain development in early learning (ages 3-8); 
examine developmental and environmental assessment strategies for children ages 
3-8.

Career 
Cluster

Education and Training

Instructional 
Level

Associate Degree Courses

Total Credits 3

Total Hours 54

Textbooks
Child Development OER Materials – printout 307-179. Western. Publisher: Western. Required.

Learner Supplies
Art Supplies:  Adult scissors, jar of rubber cement, small scissors with pointed tip, box of water based colored 
markers, utility knife, eraser, box of crayons or colored pencils, permanent black marker, large roll of clear 
contact paper, plastic grid ruler, storage container for materials.. Vendor: To be discussed in class. Required.

Success Abilities
1. Cultivate Passion: Enhance Personal Connections

2. Cultivate Passion: Increase Self-Awareness

3. Refine Professionalism: Improve Critical Thinking
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Program Outcomes
1. Apply child development theory to practice.

2. Cultivate relationships with children, family, and the community.

3. Assess child growth and development.

4. Integrate health, safety, and nutrition practices.

Course Competencies

1. Integrate strategies that support diversity, cultural responsiveness, and anti-bias perspectives.
Assessment Strategies
1.1. using  written or oral activities as provided by the instructor
1.2. in a classroom setting or simulated environment
1.3. individually or in groups

Criteria

You will know you are successful when
1.1. you acknowledge the influence of culture on child identify formation
1.2. you describe variations in family structure, traditions and values
1.3. you describe how interaction between adult and child create positive or negative attitudes about 

diversity

Learning Objectives
1.a. Describe best practices in anti-bias/culturally sensitive curriculum as it relates to child development. 
1.b. Identify aspects of the environment that reflect an anti-bias/culturally sensitive approach.
1.c. Describe best practices in anti-bias/culturally sensitive approaches to families.
1.d. Become familiar with anti-bias/culturally sensitive resources for children ages 3 - 8. 

2. Analyze social, cultural, and economic influences on child development.
Assessment Strategies
2.1. through a written or oral product as
2.2. individually or in groups
2.3. in a classroom or simulated environment

Criteria

You will know you are successful when
2.1. you describe cultural influences on development
2.2. you acknowledge family culture
2.3. you identify socio-economic factors impacting child development (i.e. food insecurity)
2.4. you identify family mental health issues impacting child development
2.5. you identify the impact of technology on child development

Learning Objectives
2.a. Examine cultural influences on child development.
2.b. Summarize socio-economic factors that affect child development.
2.c. Explore how diversity and family type (i.e. same sex parents, blended families) impacts child 

development.

3. Summarize child development theories.
Assessment Strategies
3.1. through a written or oral product 
3.2. individually or in groups
3.3. in a classroom or simulated environment

Criteria

You will know you are successful when
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3.1. you define terms specific to child development settings
3.2. you describe how child development theories are used in early childhood setting
3.3. you identify child development theorists
3.4. you identify theoretical concepts related to theorists

Learning Objectives
3.a. Explain the importance of theories in assessing development.
3.b.  Explore development theorists such as Bowlby, Ainsworth, Piaget, Erikson, Vygotsky, Gardner, 

Maslow, Skinner, Bronfenbrenner, etc.
3.c. Identify developmental theories.
3.d. Compare developmental theories.
3.e. Contrast developmental theories.

4. Analyze development of children ages three through five.
Assessment Strategies
4.1. through a written or oral product 
4.2. individually or in groups
4.3. in a classroom or simulated environment

Criteria

You will know you are successful when
4.1. you describe development within each domain during the preschool years
4.2. you explain the interrelationship of all developmental domains during the preschool years
4.3. you apply theories to a child's growth and development during the preschool years

Learning Objectives
4.a. Identify the domains of development.
4.b. Identify the milestones for children in all developmental domains.
4.c. Describe brain development of children in preschool years

5. Analyze development of children ages five through eight.
Assessment Strategies
5.1. through a written or oral product 
5.2. individually or in groups
5.3. in a classroom or simulated environment

Criteria

You will know you are successful when
5.1. you describe development within each domain during the early school age years
5.2. you explain the interrelationship of all developmental domains during the early school age years
5.3. you apply theories to a child's growth and development during the early school age years

Learning Objectives
5.a. Identify the domains of development.
5.b. Identify the milestones for children in all developmental domains.
5.c. Describe brain development of children in early school years.

6. Relate child development research findings to teaching practice.
Assessment Strategies
6.1. through a written or oral product 
6.2. individually or in groups
6.3. in a classroom or simulated environment

Criteria

You will know you are successful when
6.1. you discuss the methods and designs of child development research
6.2. you differentiate among types of research (longitudinal, anecdotal, action research)
6.3. you explore the scientific method used for research
6.4. you identify the criteria for valid research
6.5. you apply research-based teaching practices
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Learning Objectives
6.a. Examine longitudinal methods of research with children.
6.b. Examine cross-sectional method of research with children.
6.c. Examine case study method of research with children.

7. Analyze the role of heredity and the environment.
Assessment Strategies
7.1. through a written or oral product 
7.2. individually or in groups
7.3. in a classroom or simulated environment

Criteria

You will know you are successful when
7.1. you describe the effects of heredity on development
7.2. you describe the effects of environment on development
7.3. you describe the effects of adverse childhood experiences on development
7.4. you describe the effects of toxic stress on development
7.5. you explain the interplay of the effects of heredity and the environment on mental health

Learning Objectives
7.a. Define nature vs. nurture as it relates to child development.
7.b. Discuss the nature-nurture controversy as it relates to child development.

8. Examine the role of brain development in early learning (ages 3-8).
Assessment Strategies
8.1. in written or oral activity as provided by the instructor
8.2. in a classroom setting, or simulated environment
8.3. individually or in groups

Criteria

You will know you are successful when
8.1. you describe brain growth and functions
8.2. you explain the impact of the environment on brain development
8.3. you identify optimal and critical periods of brain development

Learning Objectives
8.a. Describe typical brain development.
8.b. Identify optimal and critical periods of brain development.
8.c. Describe environmental influences on brain development.

9. Examine developmental and environmental assessment strategies for children ages 3-8.
Assessment Strategies
9.1. through a written or oral product
9.2. individually or in groups
9.3. in a classroom or simulated environment

Criteria

You will know you are successful when
9.1. you explore the types and purposes of developmental screening tools (ASQ-Ages and Stages 

Questionnaire)
9.2. you explore the types and purposes of environmental screening tools (ECERS, SACERS, FCCERS)
9.3. you compare and contrast research based tools with informal tools

Learning Objectives
9.a. Identify developmental screening tools.
9.b. Identify environmental screening tools.
9.c. Describe characteristics of research based screening tools.
9.d. Describe characteristics of informal screening tools.


